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he and his like had suggested and carried out.
Cromwell's own position at this time (1536-37) was
a paradoxical one. It was he who had led Henry
on, step by step, to entire schism and the plunder
of the Church ; it was he who not only had shown
how to get rid of Katharine, but how to destroy
her successor; and it was he whom the Catholic
party hated with a whole-hearted detestation, for
the King's acts as well as his own. On the other
hand, he was hardly less distrusted by the reforming
party; for his efforts were known to be directed
to a reconciliation with the Emperor, which could
only be effected conjointly with some sort of arrange-
ment with the Papacy. His efforts to please the
imperialists by siding with the Princess Mary
during her dispute with her father led him to the
very verge of destruction. Whilst the young Prin-
cess was being badgered into making her shameful
and insincere renunciation of her faith and birth-
right, Cromwell, the very man who was the instru-
ment for extorting her submission, sat, as he says,
for a week in the Council considering himself " a
dead man,", because the King believed that he was
encouraging Mary to resist. Cromwell, therefore,
like most men who endeavour to hold a middle
course, was distrusted and hated by every one; and
it must have been obvious to him that if he could
ensure the adhesion of the rising Seymour interest
his chance of weathering the storm would be in-
finitely improved. His son had recently married
Jane Seymour's sister, and this brought him into
close relationship with the family, and, as will
be seen, led in the next year to a compact political
union between the Seymour brothers, Cromwell, and